Rebecca Peek

Milkwood Irish Wolfhounds
I was born into a family of dog lovers; my mother began breeding Miniature Long Haired Dachshunds in the early 1960s. When I was six, I was allowed to choose my very own dog, so I asked for an Irish Wolfhound. Predictably, the answer was ‘no’ and I was told to choose something smaller, so I chose an Afghan Hound and there began a long association this most beautiful, but very high maintenance breed.  We bred the Afghans and Dachshunds for many years under the family affix Yansukhim, which one of my sisters still retains, and we continue to own and show them.
I never lost my longing for an Irish Wolfhound and in 1979 I eventually became the owner of my first and foundation bitch, who went on to become a top winning hound, Ch Finloren Hester of Yansukhim, (Ch Erindale Triston x Sanctuary Sweet Erin), she was an all breeds general championship BIS winner.  This was the beginning of a love affair with the breed and one that continues today – they are, quite simply, my heart hounds.

When I bred from Hester I established my own kennel name Milkwood, and although I’ve been in the breed for well over 40 years, I have not bred very often and have never owned a large number at any one time. So I feel very proud that from a very small number of dogs, so far I have bred and produced three further champions, Ch Milkwood Miss Pegotty O’Yansukhim, Ch Milkwood’s Matti Richards and Ch Milkwood’s Me Myself I, plus many other Reserve CC and award winning dogs. I have also owned and successfully shown Petit Bassets Griffon Vendeen. 
Over the years I have had to balance my passion for the breed with work, which has always restricted my ability to breed and show more often.
I am passionate about health and longevity in the breed and also the need to nurture and bring on the next generation of wolfhound owners/breeders that will be the future guardians of the breed.  
I have served as Chairman of the Irish Wolfhound Health Group, having been a former Treasurer and Secretary and founder member and was also the breed’s Kennel Club Breed Health Co-ordinator for many years. In addition, I’ve served on the Committee for the Irish Wolfhound Society and several General Dog Show Societies – I am also Secretary for an agricultural Ploughing Society in my spare time! 
In the UK, I am approved to judge both Irish Wolfhounds and Petit Bassets Griffon Vendeen at Challenge Certificate level and have judged Irish Wolfhounds in Canada, Scandinavia and Europe. I also enjoy handling at shows and continue to handle for others in the UK and Europe.
Currently, I am without a Wolfhound at home, but share my life with an ‘honorary’ Wolfhound, my miniature Wire-Haired Dachshund, Tiggy. She joins me at the shows where I handle the wolfhounds and is convinced, she is one of them – and why not, her personality is big enough to be one!

I am honoured to have been invited to judge at your show and look forward to meeting you all and your hounds – it will be my first judging appointment in the USA so I am very excited!
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