Meeting Minutes – IWANE Membership meeting
June 8, 2024 ~ Showcase for Dogs

Call to Order:
The president called the meeting to order at 3:23pm. The following board members were present: Joni Light (JL), Colleen Brown (CB), Andrea Dormady (AD), Beth Wimsatt (BW), Clary Healey (CH), Lee Loebelenz (LL).  Absent: Pat Scelso (PS)

Members present:  Kristol Ballad, Sue Gilson, Karen Eberl, Sherry Mayo, Jennifer Sula, Kelly Richard, Pennie Garvin, John Fitzgerald, Sybil Owens, Kevin Owens, Bill Wimsatt, Judy M., Rosemary Wortman, Sherry Mayo, Carole Silverthorne, Tanya Newkirk, Kristol Ballod, Ross Moxon, Janel Milner, Evie Jimenez, Stuart Gilson, Donna Sula

Agenda:
A meeting was scheduled in conjunction with the general meeting as per IWANE Bylaws, Article II, Section 3.  JL was recording the minutes.  IWANE will be referred to as “The Club” henceforth.  Agenda items may be in slightly different order than submitted.

Approval of Minutes for April 13, 2024:
AD moved the motion to approve the minutes from April 13, 2024, as written.  Motion seconded by Carole Silverthorne.  Motion accepted unanimously.

Financial Reports:
BW shared the most recent financials with members.  As part of the annual withdrawal BW noted that the previous year a portion was donated to the IW Database, and the heart testing.  Funds were set aside for the developing scholarship fund.  However, that has not yet come to fruition.  The Club would like to hear from members as to where they would like donations to be offered.  Suggestions must be associated with IW health, education, or rescue organizations.  BW asked that members send donation suggestions to JL by August 31, 2024.

Fun Match 2024:
CB informed members that there will be a fun match in the fall this year.  September is the proposed timeframe.  There is no confirmed location, however, Jennifer Sula offered to hold it at her home in NH.  JL said people can reach out to her at jonilight1215@gmail.com if interested in helping to organize the event.  Survey results did show people willing to help.

Heart Testing for Specialty:
AD informed members that the heart testing would take place under a tent near the registration table at the specialty on Sunday.  As it is an annual cardiologist weekend there was not available veterinarian to support the heart testing.  However, IWANE owns an EKG machine and it will be administered by Jen Sula who will then submit results to the Irish Wolfhound Foundation for reading.

Rescue Update:
AD shared the revised rescue plan and process.  She is working on a form for adoption and surrender and will send it to JL when complete and members can review it.  This will include details such as protocols and questions to ask if members are contacted by a potential rescue situation.  It is recommended that pictures of the dog are required as we do not consider mixed breeds.  To reiterate again the following members who have volunteered for state responsibilities:  Lee Loebelenz (MA), Jennifer Sula (NH), Misty Riley (ME), Kristol Ballard (CT), Kelly Richard (ME), Sherry Mayo (VT), John Fitzgerald (RI), Shea Lambirth (VT), Tanya Newkirk (NH), Julie Schaffer (NY).  The Rescue Committee consists of Andrea Dormady (MA), Jennifer Sula (NH), Clary Healey (RI), and Sybil Owens (MA).  These four individuals will be responsible for reaching a consensus on evaluating the dog, reviewing all aspects of the dog and meeting the dog, as well as ensuring the state foster homes are contacted appropriately for temporary homing.

Judges for 2026:
CB asked members to send suggestions and bios for potential judge assignments for 2026.  We would be looking at both Sweepstakes and Conformation judge assignments.  This would be a domestic slate.  The judges for 2025 are Linda King for Sweepstakes and Roger Tebbitt for conformation.

New Business:
Karen Eberl welcomed everyone to the 2024 specialty event and thanked those who had a hand in putting it together.  The event has been confirmed for June 7 and June 8 of 2025 and is likely to be held at the Showcase for Dogs.  She then reviewed the schedule for people to prepare for the day. CB shared that the event was well planned and also thanked those who took part in organizing the event.

Bill Wimsatt shared the schedule for upcoming performance events including the July CAT, September FCAT, and November CAT.  In addition, the Maine Renaissance Faire is to be held on July 27 and July 28 in Acton, Maine.  He will share more information on the Club Facebook page, and also details on the website.

Additionally, Bill shared that it was discussed in potentially hosting an IW national specialty in New England, and that the property in Blandford where we are hosting our July CAT was available and suitable for our needs.  Anyone is welcome to go and view the property on that day.

Bill Wimsatt moved the motion to adjourn the meeting.  BW seconded the motion.  The meeting was adjourned at 4:10pm.


 

Submitted and approved:			Approved.
						
						Joni Light
						Secretary

