Meeting Minutes – IWANE Board meeting
June 7, 2025, at 12:00pm
Showcase for Dogs

Call to Order:
The president called the meeting to order at 12:05pm. The following board members were present: Joni Light (JL), Colleen Brown (CB), Ross Moxon (RM), Beth Wimsatt (BW), Jen Sula (JS).  
Absent: Clary Healey (CH) and Lee Loebelenz (LL)
Guest: Tanya Hart Newkirk

Agenda:
A meeting was scheduled in conjunction with the general meeting as per IWANE Bylaws, Article II, Section 3.  JL was recording the minutes.  IWANE will be referred to as “The Club” henceforth.  Agenda items may be in slightly different order than submitted.

Treasurer’s Report:
BW shared the most recent reporting of the Club’s financials.  That information is attached.  There was discussion around the various account balances and annual payments, such as insurance, show costs, etc.  Additionally, BW confirmed the $15,000 donation from IWANE to the Irish Wolfhound Foundation, and the $5,000 donation to the Irish Wolfhound Database.

New discussion on the Club’s use of Venmo for easier payments for those who may not use PayPal.  The board supported the idea.  Discussion continued around the need to reinstate the finance and audit committee.

BW moved the motion to create a Venmo account for IWANE as an additional option for payments and donations.  JL seconded the motion.  The motion was approved unanimously.

Secretary’s Report:
BW moved the motion to approve the board meeting minutes from April 13, 2025.  JL seconded the motion.  The motion was approved unanimously.

JL let the board know that Sarah Heil will be at the specialty show and would be available to accept the sportsmanship award.  Discussion was aimed at a suggestion of board members being nominated.  CB confirmed that the intention of the award is to recognize the conduct and integrity of the individual members and that it should not be awarded to the same person twice.  It reinforces a positive impact members can have through their actions and encourages participation.

Committee Reports:
JS shared with the board that she had potential help from a website creator and will send that information over to JL.  The board discussed the need to meet and discussion committees and board descriptions to be included in web content.

RM suggested a marketing committee who could provide ideas on merchandise, advertising, and incentives for members.  This will be included in the committee discussion.
JL and BW spoke on the FCAT and CABT activities.  The FCAT committee is busy for the next few weekends with events in Maine and will be finishing the property search for the next CABT in November.  BW said the Canterbury, NH field would be fine is the property owners allow us to use it.  JS will confirm.


New Business:
JL confirmed as a follow up to several discussions on club committees that the board make time to hold a meeting to review and finalize details of committees, as well as board positions.  This would be included in the website and could help members determine if a committee or board position was the right fit to participate and help the club.

Discussion moved to the suggestion of IWANE sponsoring a coursing trophy at the 2026 IWCA specialty. JL noted that this reinforces the need to confirm committees and descriptions to help facilitate requests and get them over to the appropriate group for ordering.

Preparation for the member meetings included information on AKC changes in performance events, and adding the coursing trophy to new business at the member meeting.

Old Business:
AD explained to the board that Mel Mercier from IWCA is reviewing the rescue policies.  There was discussion at the IWCA board meeting to push rescues to the regional clubs to facilitate.  The head of IW rescue will remain as the main contact for all rescues.  However, it may be that each state have 2 people designated who can foster IWs in that state.  AD suggested a rescue committee for IWANE to field situations involving IW rescue.  A rescue application will be required and the three-person committee will review all applications before an IW is placed.  AD said she would be on the committee, as will Jen Sula.  A third committee member will be needed.  CH volunteered to be part of the committee.  JL advised the board to review the current rescue policy which is posted to the website as it will need to be revised and voted by members.

Old Business:
JL wanted to see the information on the revised rescue policy and explained that the board needs to understand it and confirm it before sharing it with the members.  JS said Andrea Dormady has the revised applications to give me the board and would be sure to get a copy of the policy over for review.

JL shared with the board three new associate memberships received for approval.  Megan and Courtney Ohler of New Hampshire, and Patti Strait of Pennsylvania submitted applications.

BW moved the motion to accept Megan Ohler as an associate member.  JS seconded the motion.  The motion was approved unanimously.

BW moved the motion to accept Courtny Ohler as an associate member.  JS seconded the motion.  The motion was approved unanimously.

BW moved the motion to accept Patti Strait as an associate member.  JS seconded the motion.  The motion was approved unanimously.  

A motion was made by RM to adjourn the meeting.  BW seconded the motion, and the meeting ended at 12:58pm.

Submitted and approved:			Approved on July 8, 2025
						
						Joni Light
						Secretary

